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Geraint Bowen, Artistic Director of the Hereford Three Choirs Festival, announces his 
retirement 

Geraint Bowen has announced his retirement in 2026, concluding his tenure as Organist and 
Director of Music at Hereford Cathedral and Artistic Director of the Hereford Three Choirs 
Festival. 

The Board and Team of the festival acknowledge the incredible contribution made by Geraint 
Bowen as Hereford Artistic Director for the last 24 years, on the announcement of his 
retirement.  

David Francis, CEO of the Three Choirs Festival said: “I have enjoyed working with Geraint for the 
2025 festival, and I’m sorry not to have the opportunity to work with him on delivering another 
Hereford festival. The success of the 2025 festival was undoubtedly down to Geraint’s skilful and 
thoughtful programming, which allowed us all to experience core repertoire alongside lesser-
known works and new commissions.” 

Geraint is one of three Artistic Directors at the Three Choirs Festival, each of whom programme 
the festival in their ‘home’ cities. Geraint has programmed 8 Hereford festivals since being 
appointed Organist and Director of Music at Hereford Cathedral in 2001. Highlights of Geraint’s 
programmes would have to be found in his passion for revivals of rarely performed 
masterpieces. These have included Dyson’s Quo vadis and The Canterbury Pilgrims, Schumann’s 
Das Paradies und die Peri, Smyth’s Mass in D and in the 2025 festival, Coleridge-Taylor’s The 
Atonement. A special mention should also be made of his triumphant programme for the 300th 
anniversary festival in 2015 including a rare performance of Morning Heroes by Arthur Bliss, as 
well as the tour-de-force of Messiaen’s Turangalîla Symphony. Geraint’s passion for and deep 
knowledge of choral music underpinned his inspirational ability to bring neglected works, which 
truly deserve to be heard, to audiences and musicians alike. He has also been responsible for 
commissioning works for the festival by Sir Richard Rodney Bennett, Richard Blackford, Kerensa 
Briggs, Bob Chilcott, Sir James MacMillan, John McCabe, Anthony Powers and Dobrinka 
Tabakova. Geraint is greatly admired by the Three Choirs Festival Chorus who will miss his 
patience and skill as a celebrated choral trainer. 

Geraint Bowen said: “It has been a huge privilege to have been associated with the Three Choirs 
Festival for nearly twenty-five years. My thanks go to the many hundreds of choral singers with 
whom I have worked over that time, as well as the incomparable Philharmonia Orchestra who 
have contributed to so many memorable concerts. It’s hard to pick out personal highlights, but I 
will never forget performances of Haydn’s The Creation and Die Jahreszeiten, Brahms’ Ein 
deutsches Requiem, both Bach Passions, and the final concert of this year’s festival last month, 
Mendelssohn’s Elijah. For our 300th anniversary festival in 2015, I also enjoyed being able to 
celebrate the longevity of our festival by programming, in the course of 36 hours, the utterly 
different sound-worlds of Purcell’s Te Deum, Elgar’s The Dream of Gerontius and Messiaen’s 
Turangalîla-Symphonie." 



I would like to thank the artistic directors with whom I’ve enjoyed collaborating since 2001: 
Andrew Nethsingha and Adrian Partington at Gloucester, and Adrian Lucas, Peter Nardone and 
Samuel Hudson at Worcester, as well as the many other festival personnel who ensure that the 
festival approaches its 300th edition in 2028 in such good health. Long may it continue to 
flourish! 

The Three Choirs Festival is the longest running classical music festival in the world. The next 
Hereford Three Choirs Festival will be the 300th festival. David Francis says: “Our 300th Festival is 
a very exciting opportunity for Geraint’s successor and we look forward to working with Hereford 
Cathedral during the forthcoming selection and appointment process to ensure Geraint’s 
incredible legacy is built upon.” 

**END OF RELEASE** 

A folder of relevant images can be accessed here. 

More information from: 

Olivia Brown, Stay Tuned 
Press & PR, Three Choirs Festival 
olivia@staytunedcomms.com | 07716644717 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

Artistic Directors: 

Geraint Bowen Hereford (2025) 
Adrian Partington Gloucester (2026) 
Samuel Hudson Worcester (2027) 

 
1.	 The Three Choirs Festival has its origins at the end of the 17th century in visits by the lay clerks of 
Gloucester, Hereford and Worcester to one another’s cathedrals for joint services and informal singing. More 
formal annual ‘music meetings’ can be traced back to around 1715 and have continued ever since, interrupted 
only by the two world wars and in 2020 the coronavirus pandemic, making this the oldest continuously running 
classical music festival in the world. The event rotates between the three cathedral cities on a three-year cycle. 
The next festival takes place in Gloucester 25 July – 1 August 2026 and is the 298th Three Choirs Festival. 

2.	 The Three Choirs Festival Chorus is drawn from auditioned singers in and around Gloucester, Hereford 
and Worcester, with the largest contingent each year coming from the host city. Amateur choral singers have been 
taking part in the festival since the middle of the 19th century to augment the cathedral choirs of each city. In 
2010, the Three Choirs Festival Youth Choir was established for singers aged 14-25. 

3. 	 There are many ways to get involved with the Three Choirs Festival. To find out more about opportunities 
to volunteer, joining Three Choirs Festival Chorus, or Youth Choir, or performing on the Bandstand, please visit 
us at https://3choirs.org/join-in.
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